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Item for decision 

Summary 

1 The purpose of this report is to update Members on recent developments 
regarding the Greenways Play area and to seek approval to undertake a 
formal survey of the residents in the area regarding the reinstatement of a play 
area.  

Recommendations 

2 That Members agree to a residents’ survey being carried out to determine 
whether or not the majority of residents wish to see a play area reinstated or 
not. 

Background Papers 

3 Letters received from a local resident. 

Impact 

4  

Communication/Consultation Important to ensure the local community is in 
favour of the reinstatement of the play area. 

Community Safety Lack of a play area appears to have improved 
community safety.  It is possible that a 
community safety issue could be created by 
reintroducing the play area. 

Equalities None 

Finance None 

Human Rights None 

Legal implications None 

Ward-specific impacts Saffron Walden Shire Ward 

Workforce/Workplace None 
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Situation 

 
5 A report was submitted to the Community Committee in June 2007 informing 

Members that the play area at Greenways had been closed due to health & 
safety reasons and that the equipment would be removed.  It sought approval 
to transfer the land to the Saffron Walden Town Council (See Appendix 1) 

 
6 Members approved that the land should be leased to the Saffron Walden 

Town Council and that the reinstated play area would become the 
responsibility of the Town Council.  Approval was also given to the sum of 
£20,000 being passed to the Town Council for the installation of the play area 
as this would have been the sum that was contained in the original Section 
106 Agreement.  The play area with the sum of £20,000 would have 
transferred to the Saffron Walden Town Council when it was constructed had 
there not been a dispute at that time.  

 
7 Additionally, the Committee subsequently endorsed the Uttlesford Play 

Strategy application to the Big Lottery seeking approximately £200,000 for 
seven portfolio projects which included the Greenways play area.  

 
8 The Uttlesford Play Strategy application was approved and there is now 

£20,000 available for the development of the play area. 
 

9 A previous Committee report suggested that officers undertake a consultation 
exercise to establish if the play area was required by local residents.  
Members took the view that district should not lose any play areas and that the 
play area should be reinstated without going through a consultation process.  

 
10 However, a resident of Greenways has written to the District Council outlining 

some of the problems that occurred when the play area was in situ and 
requesting that another play area is not constructed on that particular site.  
(See resident’s letter at Appendix 2)  

 
11 The resident states that the neighbours have been consulted and that the 

majority of residents either do not want to see the play area reinstated or have 
no particular views.  Whilst it was very proactive of the resident concerned to 
undertake a survey, officers are concerned that residents might have found it 
difficult to respond to a neighbour taking the stance that the play area should 
not be reinstated.  Therefore, with Members’ approval, it is proposed to 
undertake a formal consultation exercise within Greenways to establish the 
way forward. 

 
12 With regard to the Big Lottery funding of £20,000 that is available for this 

project, officers have consulted with Lottery representatives to establish what 
would happen if the play area was not reinstated. The response is that it will 
probably be possible to divert this funding into one of the other capital projects 
so it is unlikely that Uttlesford will lose the funding.  

 

Page 2



Greenways Play Area 
Community Committee, March 13, 2008, Item 7 

Author: Gaynor Bradley   
Version date: 18 February 2008 11

Risk Analysis 

6  

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions 

That the 
consultation 
outcome 
determines that it 
would not be a 
good idea to 
reinstate the play 
area. 

2 Children living 
in Greenways 
would not 
have a play 
area within the 
housing 
estate.  

 It would be possible 
for children to access 
the play area in 
Golden Acre. 
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